LIVING LARGE

Two humans, one LR3 and decades of history collide in
the heart of Alaska’s most expansive national park.

o0n, pos i Fe strongly recommended sgainst taking two-wheeldrive vehicles
Forey-fve glorious miles into Alaska’s WrangellS¢. Ehas point. Who knows! Maybe he had 2 death wish

slong the fabled McCarthy Road, and this  and wanted to break down, become stranded in the wilderness and

dudein sl lapanes compace had bitenthebigone—a cly gt gored by abid gy bears.
[ ———— When pulled slongsid i my &3 e oferd o help imchangethe
Maybe the poor gy didn expectan : e insstinghe“hd thing undescontrol”
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e it e g a THIS 61-MILE DIRT ROAD THAT IS
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ROAD TRIP

park We fucled the vehicle (st $455 per

) in Copper Center, and

contnued slong,

Richardson Highws

y toward the Edgercon Highwa

where we tumed east. This road ended in Chiina,  lnk-andt-you'hmis i

o thar s the unoffical gateway town to Wr

e of cown, on the fa side of 2 bridgs that spans the Coppe

River e s confluencs with the Chitina Riv

read Paverment Ends:

meore than ten yards further, another sig

4" From this spor, the road ran west along the

between the Wrangelland Chugsch mountains(sce map)

s werencbad —some washbioard sretches here and thee, an occasional

patchof tuts I squinted.| could even make ot son

ies i the roadbec state and feeral ofcals removed d

At Mile 17, we came upon the one-lane Kuskulana B

ver the Kuskulana River, When the bridge was compleced in 1910, i was

bl a5 3 basic wooden trestle—no raling

officals have since replcedt the car deck with metal, soldered

and covere the bed with wooden planks enabling vehucis to crve (very
Sowly) actoss

The next crossing—remrants of another orgnal wooden teste

panned the Gl

River around Mil 29, Because pare of this dinosaur

had colp

road sretched acrons  ew
bridge dightly downrivr, providing ncredible

views ofthe istoric

For bout 15 milesfrom this second b

che drving was easy:a atsrecch tat b
the shoulder of 3 huge granite mountain. At
imes, we cruised up o 45 or 50 mies per
hout, kicking up 2 loud of dustin our vake
Every time we passed 2 slowgoing compact,
Nid and 1 looked at each other and smirked

Eat ourdust, we thought

Acound Mile 44 just beyond a thid bridge
overthe Lakina River, wespotteda homemade

sign foran ce ream stand.

d pulled over to
take a peek Here, in the parking lot, we ran
into My, Suzki changing his tire. We aso

met shap propriecor Lindsay Jensen, wh

e ofered s goodies for
the rosd.

“by the dme people

hthis poine in the
rive. they can usually use 3 trea” she sad

handing us two cones of mocha chip. “People
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iderably a
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Finally, beyond Ml 6, we reached a gravel parkng lot. The atzenda

i Druy, explained that unless we wanted to pay $250 o use  rivate toll
dge downeiver, we had to park the Land Rover and wlk across a metal

foorbridge sparning the Kennicott River ta gt (0 the other ide

purposes youvereached the end of the road.

A LIVING MUSEUM

A whice van avaited us on the east

of the ootbridge—our charot through the
own of McCarthy to the Kennicot, wher
we planned to spend the bulk of our trp
On s bumpy 25-minute journey, our
dnver, Knter, gave us a general history of

thearea

We recenvee a more detaed edacation the

moment we limbed out ofthe van smack n

the middle of a moder day ghos towr

I the 19205 and '305,ths cown was the
epicenter of the most productive copper
operation nthe world Todsy,save for same
damage from flood in 2006 the place looks
almost exactly the way it did when the st
rai et in 1938, Nearly 40 orignal uildings.
ncludingthe 16scory mill that concentated

Faw copper into ore are sl sanding
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Ore buckessfrom overhead tramways that connected the mil to mines

in the mouncainides sl e the s,

While many of these buildings are in disepa, the

National Park Service has rehatsltated 3 few en to the

- bask It was (00 lte 10 see any o these buidings by the

time we amved,but the 5 replca of an

originallodge, was open and expecting us This was whe spen

the next few mights.

a rolicking,fam

te arived just i ime for dinner

e other guest aces ke Iy, Holand,

sbama and Oregon

Aervard, Historan Tetry Havre took  small group of us on a tour of the

Havre's cour was both engaging and comprehensive. Over two hour

Havre walked us theough every stzp of the towns istory from the summer

1900, when prospectors found copper i the repon, unt that lase day
n 1938 He explained how the Kennicor Copper Company bult  rarosd
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-
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Pacic. Hering this project 10 the
“Alska o] pipeline o ts day:
Have abo  oudined the

oncentrating  process.  which
st of puleriing rocks o find

leach even more preciots metal out
of the scapy
The nexc day, Nikki and | hited 3

uice from St lss Alpine Guides

Ielp us explore another one of
Kenvicot’s attractions: the seven
milelong Root Glacie. The glacer

Teuds the Kennicott River and ends

ace from

inile hike 10 the glcie

there, we suspped o crampons

and followed out guide, Todd. up

Soliude. Around hunchtime. e Ker

broke out sack lunches and drank

freshly bom water from rviers

That evening, we vencured into McCarthy. Back in the day, this place

d sex or

pols of mayhem, offeing boaze,drug:

ulition rarely climbs over 70

busling The permanent pog

O the outdoer patio of the New Golden Saloon—the only bar in

Cown—Nikki andi 1 Kicked back and celebrated our day with two pas of

beer from Alasky's Michight Sun Br

g Compiny. From this perch, we
werelucky enough to catch a gimpse of e of McCarthy's makeshif avis

an ATV, Alskans cerainy are nothing i ot resourceful

HEADING FOR HOME
We spent the restof the week exploring the area around Kennicor One
day, we to0k a grueling hike (0 the motth of the Bonanza mine. another

day. we tromped to the mouth of the umbo e

Allof ouradventures began with eoffceand breakfast on thelodge porch,

where we sat while we watche the fog loa through the valley. Evey day

family-syledinner n taughs around

the tabie wich our new frends from
allover the world
Onourmorningofdeparture Nikki

and 1 packed our bags reluctantly
We didc wanc 1o g In this sae of
mind, the dive out on the McCarthy
Road was frless enjoyable than our
ditvein
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e
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FOR THE BEA|
SCENE WAS LIKE
A BUFFET AT SIZZLER, AND
THEIR STRATEGY WAS SIMPLE:
LUMBER OVER, SWIPE FISH,
DEVOUR AND REPEAT.




IF YOU GO

For general information about visiting Alaska, contact the
Alaska Travel Industry Association at wwwiravelalaska.com.
Lodging is plentiful in Alaska, but don't expect any
five-star resorts; because the tourist season is generally
confined o three or four months of summer, most
accommodations across the state focus on function
over form. Here are the properties at which we stayed on

our trip:

Historic Anchorage Hotel
> 330ESe
Anchorage, AK 99501
907/272-4553 o historicanchoragehotel com

WILDERNESS LODGE
P

Sheep Mountain Lodge
17701 Glenn Highway

Sutton, AK 99674

90717455121 or sheepmountain.com

Copper River Princess Wilderness Lodge
(open May through September)

PO, Box 422

Copper Center, AK 99573

T4 907/822-4000 or
princesslodges.com/copper_river_lodge.cfm

Kennicott Glacier Lodge

(located inside WrangellSt. Elias National Park)
P.0.Box 103940

Anchorage, AK 99510

907/258-2350 or kennicottlodge.com

‘Mountain Sky Hotel & Suites

100 Meals Ave.

Valdez, AK 99686

907/835-4445 or mountainskyhotelsuite.com

Also,
Land Rover of Anchorage (landroverofanchorage.com), for
lending such an intrepid vehicle. McKean can be reached at
mikemckean@kendallauto.com or 907/279-8506.




